
America During the Antebellum Period (1801-1860) 

Annotated Map Assignment  
 

Directions:  Design FOUR annotated maps that shows your understanding of key political and economic 

developments in North America during the Antebellum Era with specific references to the Missouri 

Compromise (Compromise of 1820), the Kansas-Nebraska Act, the Compromise of 1850, and the election of 

1860.  To complete this assignment you will need the following resources: 

 

 Georgia Studies Textbook pages 215 – 227 

(review the maps!!!) 

 Nystrom Atlas of United States History 

pages 52 and 53 

 http://georgiainfo.galileo.usg.edu/about  

 Smartphone, Tablet, etc. 

 

1. COMPLETE ANNOTATIONS.  (50 Points)  You will need to read and take notes about each of the 

following events that took place during the Antebellum Era (DO THIS PART FIRST):   

1. Missouri Compromise 

2. Kansas-Nebraska Act 

 

3. Compromise of 1850 

4. Election of 1860 (presidential candidates 

who won each state in the election) 

 

Each event annotation should contain the title of the specific event (use the ones bulleted above) that changed 

the physical and political landscape of America.  Explain why the event was important to the Antebellum Era.  

For example, how did the country change as a result of this event and what were the agreements made between 

opposing sides?  Use your resources to make sure you have all the complete information for each event. 

 

2. DEVELOP A MAP KEY.  (10 Points)  Develop a map key with specific colors to demonstrate how the U.S. 

changed over time.  It is important that you are CONSISTENT WITH THE COLORS for the 

Missouri Compromise, the Kansas-Nebraska Act, and the Compromise of 1850.  The Election of 1860 

will be different than the others. 

 

3. ADD GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES.  (10 Points)  Draw, color, and label these features on your maps and 

map key:  

 Free states 

 Slave states 

 Free territories 

 Territories open to slavery 

 Popular sovereignty territories 

 

Consider the fact that these distinct areas will change with each map, so you must be accurate.  Again, be 

consistent with the colors on the first three maps (Missouri Compromise, Kansas-Nebraska Act, and 

Compromise of 1850). 

 

4. ADD BOUNDARY FEATURES.  (5 Points) There is one boundary line that must show up on your map 

and your map key:  the 36 30’ line of latitude for ALL of your maps. 

 

5. WRITE A THESIS.  (20 Points)  Write a minimum of a one paragraph response (5 WELL-DEVELOPED 

sentences) on the back of your map to the following questions. How did the Compromises impact the 

relationship between the North and South?  How were the Compromises a reflection of America’s 

inability to make a decision on slavery?  Why do you think the compromises did NOT work? 

 

6. NEATNESS IS PARAMOUNT. (5 Points)  You will be graded for neatness as well as accuracy.  Be sure to 

use pencil first and once you are sure you have the correct information and placements, trace the pencil in 

pen or marker.  Be sure to write your paragraph very neatly on the back of your map but not with something 

that will bleed through to the front of the paper. 

http://georgiainfo.galileo.usg.edu/about

